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IP-SB  BMP:  Inlet Protection- Silt Bags 
  

 
OBJECTIVES 

 
  Housekeeping Practices 
  Contain Waste 
  Minimize Disturbed Areas 
  Stabilize Disturbed Areas 
  Protect Slopes/Channels 
  Control Site Perimeter 
  Control Internal Erosion 

____________________________ 
 

TARGETED  
POLLUTANTS 

 
H M L 

  Sediment 
  Nutrients 
  Heavy Metals 
  Toxic Materials 
  Oil & Grease 
  Floatable Materials 
  Bacteria & Viruses 
  Other Waste 

 ____________________________ 
 

IMPLEMENTATION 
REQUIREMENTS 

 
H M L  

  Capital Costs 
  O&M Costs 
  Maintenance 
  Training 
  Staffing 
  Administrative 

 ____________________________ 
 

H = High  M = Medium  L = Low 
 ____________________________ 
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DESCRIPTION: 
 

Collect and trap sediment and debris entering catch basins from either grated or 
curb inlets.  Insert is made of fabric and is placed in the drain inlet around the 
perimeter of the grate. Runoff passes through the bag before discharging into the 
drain outlet pipe. Overflow holes are usually provided to pass larger flows without 
causing a backwater at the grate. Certain manufactured products include polymers 
intended to increase pollutant removal effectiveness. 
 
APPLICATIONS: 
• Storm drain inlet boxes  
 
INSTALLATION / APPLICATION CRITERIA: 
 

• Regular Maintenance is necessary 
• Evaluation of the device chosen should be balanced with cost 
• Hydraulic capacity controls effectiveness 
• Most useful in small drainage areas (< 1 Acre) 
• Ideal in combination with other BMP’s 
 
LIMITATIONS: 
 

• Cost 
• Maintenance required to prevent plugging and remain effective 
 
MAINTENANCE: 
 

Inspection after all storm events and as required between events 
 


